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2024 drug overdose deaths in Ohio are estimated to reach their lowest level in nearly a decade,
declining from 4,745 deaths in 2023 to a projected 3,639 deaths in 2024. This change and decreases
of other drug-related overdose indicators coincide with shifts observed with the illicit fentanyl supply,
which may be influencing overdose trends. Furthermore, harm reduction efforts have continued to
increase and expand across the state. This data brief outlines the trajectory of key metrics and

highlights important considerations for 2025.
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Fig. 1: Ohio Drug Overdose Deaths By Year (scale adjusted for clarity)
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While the number of overdose deaths is expected to decrease in

2025, the drug epidemic remains a critical threat to public health
safety. For example, minority populations continue to su

and
ffer

disproportionately high mortality rates, underscoring disparities
that require targeted attention. New cutting agents and substances
also pose emerging public health risks. These trends warrant
continued monitoring and research to support improvements in

harm reduction and substance-use education and prevention.

Data Sources: Fig 1 utilizes CDC Provisional Drug Overdose Death Counts, with the 2024 estimate
calculated using available incomplete 2024 data. Other Data Sources include Ohio EMS Naloxone
Administration, Epicenter Syndromic Surveillance System, and ODH Project DAWN Monthl
Distribution Log Data. 2024 estimates for overdose deaths and ED visits were calculated using
incomplete 2024 data trends and annual trends from 2022-2023. Funding Acknowledgement: This data
brief was supported by grant #15PBJA-22-GG-04436-COAP awarded to the Alcohol, Drug Addiction
and Mental Health Services (ADAMHS) Board of Cuyahoga County and funded by the Bureau of Justice
Assistance. Its contents are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent the
official views of the Bureau of Justice Assistance or the ADAMHS Board.
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https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-overdose-data.htm
https://ems.ohio.gov/ems-trauma-data/naloxone-watch
https://ems.ohio.gov/ems-trauma-data/naloxone-watch
https://odh.ohio.gov/know-our-programs/violence-injury-prevention-program/suspected-od-dashboard2
https://data.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/data/view/project-dawn-monthly-distribution-log-data
https://data.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/data/view/project-dawn-monthly-distribution-log-data
https://ccbh.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/UnderstandingOhiosDeclineInFentanylRelatedDeaths_01.08.2025.pdf
https://nida.nih.gov/research-topics/xylazine
https://www.cfsre.org/nps-discovery/monographs/bis2266-tetramethyl-4-piperidyl-sebacate
https://www.cfsre.org/nps-discovery/monographs/desalkylquazepam
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Harm%20Reduction/Medetomidine%20Substance%20Info%20Sheet.pdf
https://www.cfsre.org/images/content/reports/public_alerts/2021.12.10.Public-Alert_Protonitazene_NPS-Discovery_121021.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK565868/
https://nida.nih.gov/research-topics/emerging-drug-trends#tianeptine
https://ccbh.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/IncreasingRacialDisparitiesInOhioOverdoseRates_01.15.2025.pdf

	Slide 1

